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Financial Aid and Tuition 

TOPS 

GO Grant 

Institutional Aid 

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED: 



• LOSFA’s Role 
To Promote & Provide College 
Access 
–Administer TOPS, GO Grant & Other 

Financial Aid Programs 

• BOR’s Role 
Coordinates all Public Higher 
Education in Louisiana 
–Creates Statewide Financial Aid Policy 

 



TOPS Statutory Authority 
Title 17, Chapter 20-G § 3048.1. General Provisions 
§3048.1.  
A.(1) …Louisiana Taylor Opportunity Program for Students, the state shall financially assist any 
student who enrolls on a full-time basis in a public college or university in this state … to pursue 
an academic undergraduate degree or …, skill or occupational training …, including a vocational or 
technical education certificate or diploma program or a nonacademic undergraduate degree. 
 
o Opportunity Award, student “shall be awarded by the state an amount determined by the 

administering agency to equal the tuition charged by the public college or university attended 
in the state” 

 
o Performance Award, student “shall be awarded an amount equal to the tuition charged by the 

public college or university attended in the state, plus the sum of two hundred dollars per 
semester or four hundred dollars per academic year” 

 
o Honors Award, student “shall be awarded an amount determined by the administering agency 

to equal the tuition charged by the public college or university attended in the state, plus the 
sum of four hundred dollars per semester or eight hundred dollars per academic year” 



Purpose of TOPS 

• To provide financial incentives as a reward for 
good academic performance; 

• To promote academic success by requiring 
completion of a rigorous high school core 
curriculum; 

• To keep Louisiana’s best and brightest in the state 
to pursue postsecondary educational 
opportunities; and 

• To promote access to postsecondary educational 
opportunities. 



TOPS Awards 

• Opportunity Award (tuition amount) 

– 2.50 core curriculum GPA on a 4.00 scale 

– A minimum score of a 20 on the ACT (940 SAT) 

 

• Performance Award (tuition plus $400 annual stipend) 

– 3.00 core curriculum GPA on a 4.00 scale 

– A minimum score of 23 on the ACT  (1060 SAT) 

 

• Honors Award (tuition plus $800 annual stipend) 

– 3.00 core curriculum GPA on a 4.00 scale 

– A minimum score of 27 on the ACT  (1210 SAT) 

Financial Incentives for Good Academic Performance 
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TOPS Awards by Category 

Percentage Increase 1999-2013  197%                1,100%                  724% 
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Financial Incentives for Good Academic Performance 

Percentage Increase 1999-2013            67%                        603%                  396% 



Promote Academic Success through Rigorous HS Curriculum 
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Keep Best & Brightest in Louisiana 

* Applicants depict – Initial applicants in year of graduation 
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Who Are We Keeping in Louisiana 
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LCTC System Independents'
Independents’ include Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (LAICU) schools and Proprietary schools. 

Promote Access 
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• Data from 1999-2005 includes LA Honors and LA TAP Awards. 

TOPS recipients have increased by 96% since 1999 

Promote Access 
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• Data from 1999-2005 includes LA Honors and LA TAP Awards. 

TOPS expenditures have increased by 253% since 1999 
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TOPS RECAP 

• Provides financial incentives for good academic 
performance through – 
– Opportunity, Performance & Honors Awards 
– $190 million of awards in 2013 

• Promotes academic success by rigorous high school 
preparation– 
– TOPS Core curriculum 
– Minimum: 20 ACT/940 SAT & 2.50 GPA 

• Keeps LA's best & brightest in higher education in La– 
– 65.82% of initially eligible TOPS students (2013) attend La 

institutions 

• Promotes access to postsecondary opportunities– 
– Number of TOPS recipients has almost doubled since 1999 
 
 

 



Source:  Tennessee Higher Education Commission Report, “A Comparison of States’ Lottery Scholarship Programs”,  July 2012 

Louisiana 
Requires both 
ACT/SAT and 

HSGPA 

2.5 (Opportunity) 
3.0 (Performance) 

3.0 (Honors) 

20 ACT/940 SAT (Opp) 
23 ACT/1060 SAT 

(Perf) 
27 ACT/1210 SAT 

(Hon) 
 

 YES 

  

  

Alternative Eligibility 
Home Study –  
22 ACT/1030 SAT (Opp) 
24 ACT/1090 SAT (Perf) 
28 ACT/1240 SAT (Hon) 
Out-Of-State Grads –  
23 ACT/1060 SAT (Opp) 
26 ACT/1170 SAT (Perf) 
30 ACT/1320 SAT (Hon) 

Other State Comparisons 



Other State Comparisons 

Louisiana 

44,674 

$146m 

 *Opportunity: 
$4,306 

Performance: 
Opp + $400 stipend 

Honors: 
Opp + $800 stipend 

 $3,274 

97% 
($4.420) 

Source:  Tennessee Higher Education Commission Report, “A Comparison of States’ Lottery Scholarship Programs”,  July 2012 

* The award 
amount is based on 
tuition and varies 
among the 
different 
institutions.  For FY 
2010-11,  LSU-HSC-
Shreveport had the 
highest award at 
$4,306. 



Differences between TOPS and GO Grant 

TOPS 

• Merit based Aid 
– Not based on income 

• Appropriated as “more or 
less” funding – State 
“guarantees” to pay all 
eligible awards 

• Historically protected from 
budget cuts because of 
“more or less” language in 
appropriation 

GO Grant 

• Need based Aid 
– Income based 

• Set Appropriation each year 
– State funds program at 
level amount – no 
guarantee to pay all eligible 
awards 

• No protection from budget 
cuts 



GO Grant 

Statutory Authority 
Title 28, Chapter 12, §1201. General Provisions 
A. Authority. 
1. In accordance with the requirements of Act 695 of the 2004 Regular Session of the Legislature, 

the Board of Regents developed the GO Grant Program… 
2. The Louisiana GO Grant Program is administered by the Louisiana Office of Student Financial 

Assistance ... 

Eligibility Requirements: 
1. Louisiana resident 
2. Recipient of a federal Pell Grant 
3. Be admitted and enrolled as a certificate- or degree-seeking undergraduate student at 

a Louisiana public or private (LAICU) college or university  
4. Has unmet needs with regards to the ability to pay the cost of attendance 
5. Maintains steady academic progress (for continued participation) 

The purpose of this program is to provide a need-based component to the state's 
financial aid plan to support nontraditional and low to moderate-income students who 
need additional aid to afford the cost of attending college.  



GO Grant Appropriations 
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Independents’ include Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (LAICU) schools and Proprietary schools. 



Noel – Levitz Study  October 2011 

Final study database:  (37,251 records) 

 

Does Financial Aid Impact Student Retention Among 
Pell Grant Recipients in Louisiana? 



Increasing the gift percentage from <30 percent to 55-<60 percent corresponds to a 26 
percentage point increase in the retention rate, while increasing the percentage of need 
met with gift aid from 55 to <60 percent to 70-<80 percent increases retention by only 4 
points.  
 

The results show that the best allocation of resources is making sure that at least 60% of a 
student’s financial needs are met. The biggest increases in retention occur between 30% 
to 60% of Gift Aid, rising from 45.8% to 71.7%. Increasing the Gift Aid from 70% to 80% or 
more, on the other hand, only yields an increase of 11.5% in retention rates. Thus, 
resources are better spent in efforts to get more students to the 60% level rather than 
funding some students beyond 60%. 



Adding the Go Grant alone increases the percentage of need met 
with gift aid by 14 percentage points and provides a 5.6 

percentage point improvement in retention 
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