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PLANNING, RESEARCH AND PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, March 25, 2015
11:25 a.m.
Louisiana Purchase Room ¢ Claiborne Building * Baton Rouge, Louisiana

L Call to Order
II.  RollCall

III.  Consent Agenda
A. R.S. 17:1808 (Licensure)
1. Initial Licenses
a. Gallaudet University
2. License Renewals
a. Relay Graduate School of Education
B. Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission
1. Initial Licenses
a. Caring Minds Resource and Training Services, LLC
b. Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Louisiana, Inc.
c. Mid City College, Inc.
d. Tulsa Welding School & Technology Center
2. License Renewals

IV.  State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA)
A. Institution Applications
1. Louisiana State University and A&M College
2. McNeese State University
3. Northwestern State University of Louisiana
4. Our Lady of Holy Cross College

V. Other Business

VL Adjournment

Committee Members: Joel Dupré, Chair; William Fenstermaker, Vice Chair; Mark
Abraham, Claudia Adley, Raymond Brandt, Joseph Farr, Robert Levy, Gray Stream

The Board of Regents is an Equal Opportunity and ADA Employer



Agenda Item III.A.1.a.

Gallaudet University
Washington, D.C.

BACKGROUND

Gallaudet University (Gallaudet) is not incorporated in the State of Louisiana. The private
non-profit institution, the world’s only university with programs and services specifically
designed to accommodate deaf and hard of hearing students, was established in 1864 by an Act of
Congress. Its charter was signed by President Abraham Lincoln. Today, Gallaudet enrolls
approximately 1,700 undergraduate and graduate students. Gallaudet is headquartered in
Washington, D.C. and is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Gallaudet proposes to offer thirty online programs to Louisiana residents, ranging from the
bachelors through the doctorate. The programs offered include the social, biological and physical
sciences, business, education and programs leading to specialties in education and training of the
deaf. Typically, the online nature of the delivery system would not require licensure. However,
since the education programs being proposed by Gallaudet require clinical/internship experiences,
licensure is necessary.

FACULTY

Gallaudet employs 58 faculty to support its online programs available to Louisiana residents, 57 on
a full-time basis. Forty-four of the 58 faculty are trained at the doctoral level from accredited
institutions, while the others hold masters degrees.

FACILITIES

Since Gallaudet operates its programs online with administrative and academic support in
Washington, D.C., there are no out-of-state physical facilities in Louisiana. Students will complete
clinical experiences at various locations within the State.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Given the credentials of its faculty, the college’s and programs’ accreditation, and the general
oversight by the home campus, the senior staff recommends that the Board of Regents issue an
initial operating license to Gallaudet University, located in Washington, D.C.



Agenda Item ITI.A.2.a.

Relay Graduate School of Education
New York, New York

BACKGROUND

Relay Graduate School of Education (Relay) is not incorporated in the State of Louisiana. The
institution is a private university in the state of New York and is seeking license renewal.
Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents in 2011 as the first independent graduate
school of education to be credentialed in more than 80 years, Relay is accredited by the Middle
States Commission on Higher Education.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Relay offers a Certification program and a Masters of Arts in Teaching (MAT). The programs are
designed to train highly-effective teachers. Admission to the programs is selective and students
in the programs must demonstrate proficiency and achievement in the classroom in order to
graduate. The programs are accredited by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE). Courses are offered in both the classroom setting and online.

FACULTY

Currently, Relay has employed seven faculty to teach in Louisiana’s program, three on a fulltime
basis. Two of the faculty are trained at the doctorate level while the other five hold masters
degrees.

FACILITIES

Relay sub-leases space from Tulane University for both administrative and instructional purposes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Given the credentials of its faculty, the institution’s and academic program’s accreditation, and the
general oversight by the home campus, the senior staff recommends that the Board of Regents
accept Relay Graduate School of Education’s application for license renewal.
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Minutes

Board of Regents’ Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission

March 10, 2015

The Louisiana Board of Regents’ Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission met on

Tuesday, March 10, 2015, at 10:18 a.m., in Room 1-190 of the Claiborne Building, Baton

Rouge. Chair Bender called the meeting to order and the roll was called.

Commission Members Present

Ralph Bender, Chair
Richard D’Aquin
Sherrie Despino

James Fontenot

Keith Jones, Vice-Chair
Raymond Lalonde

Commission Members Absent

Melanie Amrhein
James Dorris
Gloria Simmons

Staff Members Present

Nancy Beall
Chandra Cheatham
Kiristi Kron

Carol Marabella
Larry Tremblay

Guests Present

(See Appendix A.)



Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission March 10, 2015

The first item of business was approval of the minutes from its meeting of February 3,
2015.

On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Mr. Jones, the Proprietary Schools

Advisory Commission unanimously adopted the minutes of the February 3, 2015

Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission meeting.

The next agenda item considered by the Commission was four initial license applications,
the first from Caring Minds Resource and Training Services, LLC, located in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and represented by the school’s Owner/Administrator, Ms. Christy Mamou. Ms.
Marabella reviewed the materials for the Commission, informing it that this institution would be
offering one program of study, Certified Nursing Assistant, which is a four-week, 80.0 clock hour
program (inclusive of both classroom and clinical experience). The program has received the
required approval from the Department of Health and Hospitals, Health Standards Section.
Caring Minds Resource and Training Services, LLC, had met all the legal and administrative
requirements to be approved for an initial license.

Following further discussion regarding the anticipated number of students needed in order for
the school to break even financially and the availability of a line of credit and other available
sources of income to support the school,

On motion of Ms. Despino, seconded by Mr. Jones, the Proprietary Schools Advisory

Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve an initial

operating license for Caring Minds Resource and Training Services, LLC, located in

Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

The second initial license application considered by the Commission was from Goodwill

Industries of Southeastern Louisiana, Inc., located in New Orleans, Louisiana, and represented by

the school’s Vice President of Workforce, Ms. Kim Rugon. Ms. Kron reviewed the materials for



Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission March 10, 2015

the Commission, informing it that this institution would be offering four programs of study,
Broadband Technology (220.0 clock hours/24.0 weeks), Digital Literacy (66.0 clock hours/6.0
weeks), MS Office Technology (110.0 clock hours/10.0 weeks), and S.T.A.R.T. (Hospitality)
(180.0 clock hours/13.0 weeks). Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Louisiana, Inc., had met all
the legal and administrative requirements to be approved for an initial license.

Following further discussion regarding the availability of jobs in the Broadband Technology
field, potential employers for graduates of the Broadband Technology program, the educational
mission of the school, marketing and advertising strategies for the targeted student population, and
financial resources available for the operation of the school,

On motion of Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Fontenot, the Proprietary Schools

Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve

an initial operating license for Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Louisiana, Inc.,

located in New Orleans, Louisiana.

The third initial license application considered by the Commission was from Mid City
College, Inc., located in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and represented by the school’s owners, Ms.
Ann Simmers and Mr. Matthew Thomas. Ms. Kron informed the Commission that this institution
failed to submit all of the required documents for license renewal prior to the school’s license
expiration date of January 27, 2015. As a result, the school immediately filed an application for
initial licensure. In the lapse of time between the loss of the license and the school’s

consideration by the Commission, the school has continued to teach the currently enrolled

students, but ceased to advertise or recruit. Ms. Kron reviewed the materials for the Commission,



Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission March 10, 2015

informing it that the institution would be offering a Court Reporting program with instruction in
the day, evening, and online. In addition, a Captioning program with day classes would be
offered. All programs are 4,500.0 clock hours in length with an estimated completion time of
four years. Mid City College, Inc., had met all the legal and administrative requirements to be
approved for an initial license.

Following further discussion regarding the school’s current financial status and projected
sustainability and anticipated programmatic offerings,

On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Mr. Jones, the Proprietary Schools

Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve

an initial operating license for Mid City College, Inc., located in Baton Rouge,

Louisiana.

The fourth and final initial license application considered by the Commission was from
Tulsa Welding School & Technology Center located in Houston, Texas, and represented by the
school’s Vice President of Compliance, Ms. Reba Smith. Ms. Kron reviewed the materials for
the Commission, informing it that this institution would be offering two programs of study,
Welding Specialist(750.0 clock hours/30.0 weeks) and Welding Specialist with Pipefitting
(1,000.0 clock hours/40.0 weeks). Tulsa Welding School & Technology Center had met all the
legal and administrative requirements to be approved for an initial license.

Following further discussion regarding the school’s program offerings and reasons for

securing licensure in Louisiana,
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On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Ms. Despino, the Proprietary Schools
Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve
an initial operating license for Tulsa Welding School & Technology Center, located
in Houston, Texas.

The next agenda item considered by the Commission was operating license renewals. Ms.
Marabella informed the Commission that there were eleven (11) schools seeking renewal. These
schools scheduled for renewal were in complete compliance, having met all the legal and
administrative requirements to be re-licensed.

Following further discussion,

On motion of Ms. Despino, seconded by Mr. Lalonde, the Proprietary Schools
Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents renew
the licenses of the following proprietary schools (initial license date in parentheses).

Baton Rouge School of Court Reporting (01/26/06)
Blue CIliff College--Lafayette (01/27/00)

Coastal College--Hammond (02/23/89)

Dryades YMCA School of Commerce (02/27/97)

ITI Technical College (01/27/00)

Lafourche Merchant Marine Training Services (01/27/10)
Louisiana Dental Assistant School, LLC (01/27/05)
Moore Career College, Inc. (01/27/10)

Southwest Dental Academy, LLC (01/25/12)

Tulsa Welding School--Jacksonville Campus (01/27/10)
WyoTech--Florida (01/27/10)

Ms. Marabella informed the Commission that there were two institutions choosing not to
renew their licenses this renewal cycle. They were Central Louisiana School for Dental
Assistants (01/26/06) and Industrial Design Institute (01/22/14). Staff will follow through in
attempting to secure the student records from each school. A third institution, Mid City College

(01/27/11), failed to submit the required documents to this office prior to the school’s license
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expiration date of January 27, 2015 as previously noted.

The next item on the agenda was an update on program approvals. Chair Bender reminded
the Commission that staff approved these updates administratively and course approvals were
being shared for informational purposes only.

The next meeting of the Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission is scheduled for
Tuesday, May12, 2015, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 1-190 of the Claiborne Building. There

being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.



APPENDIX A
GUESTS

Jodee Daroca Goodwill Industries of Southeastern
Louisiana, Inc.

Christy Mamou Caring Minds Resource & Training Services,
LLC
Kim Rugon Goodwill Industries of Southeastern

Louisiana, Inc.

Ann Simmers Mid City College, Inc.
Reba Smith Tulsa Welding School & Technology Center
Lois Spaulding Goodwill  Industries of Southeastern

Louisiana, Inc.
Matthew Thomas Mid City College, Inc.

Patricia Wilton LA Department of Justice



Agenda Item IV.A.
Executive Summary

The State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) is a national initiative which
seeks to establish comparable national standards for the interstate offering of postsecondary
distance-education courses and programs. It is intended to make it easier for students to take
online courses offered by institutions based in another state by reducing the cost and
administrative burden on institutions seeking authorization in various states. SARA is a
voluntary agreement among regional compacts (SREB, NEBHE, MHEC, and WICHE) and
member states. Each member state approves their in-state institutions on an annual basis for
SARA participation. Once approved, SARA member institutions may offer distance education
programs in other SARA member states without additional authorization. Membership is open to
accredited, degree-granting institutions from all sectors of postsecondary education (proprietary,
public, private) and is voluntary.

Act 13 of the 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature authorized the Louisiana
Board of Regents to seek SARA membership on behalf of the State of Louisiana. In October
2014, Louisiana’s application for SARA membership was approved by the Southern Regional
Education Board (SREB) and the National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity
Agreements (NC-SARA), effective December 1, 2014.

Four postsecondary institutions domiciled in Louisiana (McNeese State University, Our
Lady of Holy Cross College, Louisiana State University A&M, and Northwestern State
University) have submitted applications for institutional participation in SARA. Regents’ staff
has reviewed the applications and determined that they meet all requirements for participation in
SARA.

Senior staff recommends that the Planning, Research & Performance Committee approve
the Application for Institutional Participation in SARA for McNeese State University, Our Lady
of Holy Cross College, Louisiana State University A&M, and Northwestern State Univeristy,
and authorize staff to submit the approved applications to NC-SARA for final approval of SARA
membership.



